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	Hardship and challenge is a natural part of life. How you prepare yourself and deal with each scenario is what differentiates success from failure. Often success can be credited with determination and innovation. In the pit area at an off road event you will find a diverse gathering of like minded individuals who stop at nothing to achieve their own set objectives.
 

The Hart and Huntington Off Road Team campaigns multiple drivers and race programs and often faces multiple challenges which seemingly happen all at once or right after each other. Just to make it to the race on time requires thorough planning and organization. Everything that can happen has to be programmed with an appropriate solution in place.

 

Team leaders Ryan Busnardo and Scot Demmer count on a collection of motivated crew members and experts like Bill Smith of Pro Fab Motorsports and Bill Schlieper from Pro Power Race Engines. The collaboration is an orchestrated ambition to prepare, analyze, repair, and rebuild so that their race trucks can start at the green flag and make it to the checkered flag.

 

 

 

In Surprise Arizona, Josh Merrell piloted the #22 Liquid Graphics Pro-4 to his first top 5 finish during Round 12 of the Lucas Oil Off Road Racing Series. This was one step towards a long term agenda and the next goal is aiming for the podium.
 

Merrell’s performance on Saturday and again on Sunday, plus the collection of 4 new trophies from Chris Brandt and John Fitzgerald put the team in good spirits which ended the weekend on a high note. These achievements would not be possible with out the hundreds of man hours invested into preparing for the race weekend.

 

In the weeks leading up to LOORRS Rounds 11 & 12, a vital decision was made to overhaul an aging yet championship capable chassis. A Study was done on the specimen, a formula was calculated, and a new breed was created. Pro Fab Motorsports assisted Hart and Huntington Off Road to entirely rework the #22’s rear suspension configuration to better fit Josh Merrell’s driving style. A handful of laps later, Josh was saying “This is more like it. We do some minor adjustments and I think we are nearly there. I really am feeling more comfortable.”

 

 

Every program requires home work, so the testing was obvious and necessary but that did not eliminate all the bumps and bugs from the new trucks first weekend out. 2009 LOORRS Mechanic of the year Blake Wilkey and crew chief Steve Drew battled issues like burnt up power steering pumps, a fried transmission, broken axels, rebuilding shocks, replacing calipers and everything else that’s fun about short course off road racing.

 

Merrell has a new on track attitude which may have been inspired by the fresh Grenade Gloves association. Right now he is getting the job done but if you look at the charts, speeds are going up, lap times are coming down, and the overall performance has improved tremendously.

 

To date, Round 12 was the most exciting race for Josh in the Hart and Huntington Pro-4. Starting at the back of the grid due to skipping Sunday’s qualifying session was less than ideal. At the green flag, it was apparent this race was going to be different. Josh made quick business to point the truck forward and pick off his competitors. By lap 3, the Hart and Huntington machine had already moved up 4 positions. For two laps a tight battle with the #5 of Travis Conye ensued. During the middle of the race Josh held position in 10th place patiently waiting for the competition caution and the last half of the race to begin.

 

 

On the restart, Merrell throttled down and the Pro Power motor answered. Josh raced up through the mid pack traffic and found himself in a furious battle with off road legend Curt Leduc. Everything was looking promising right up until lap 15 when Merrell got into the back of Leduc coming off a table top and going into the moguls. Somehow the #22s front tubular bumper became entangled in the rear end of the #43 machine.

 

The race course went full course caution but not before both trucks lost position. Each driver struggled to separate their vehicles from each other and Curt took initiative and began towing the #22 around the track. Miraculously the #43 broke free of Merrell and both vehicles were able to get back in line for the restart.
 

At the front of the pack the regular top guns dropped the hammer when the green flag waved them through. Chaos and carnage unfolded for some wild last lap developments but to catch that you will have to watch the SPEED show airing on 11/6 at 2:00pm EST. Merrell pushed hard on the white flag lap coming from 10th and finally getting by Leduc and broke through for his first top 5 finish. To view the behind the scenes webisodes click to the Hart and Huntington Off Road YouTube page: http://www.youtube.com/user/Hartoffroadteam
 

These new accolades have set the tone and desire to perform. The Hart and Huntington Off Road Team persevered and thanks to our sponsors, recognize the potential of the Pro-4 program.

 




