	

 



	

	

	Hart and Huntington Off Road Believes
Despite the Conclusion at Miller Motorsports Park
 

The first half of the 2011 Lucas Oil Off Road Season has hit the half way mark. The rapidly growing series has proven to be the most exciting advance of short course racing action and continues to make an impressive impact in the world of motorsports. Tightly wound and competitive racing makes this compelling action ideal for both live entertainment and sports driven television.
 

As advertised, Rounds 7 & 8 delivered intense thrills and plenty of spills to the thousands of fans and a packed house at the marvelous Miller Motorsports Park located in Tooele Utah. Before the action started Premiere Motorsports Group pounded new resolve into each individual program. Determined to gain traction and continue progression the Hart and Huntington Off Road Team came into the race weekend with focus and a renewed conviction to knock out some long awaited objectives.
 

In only his second full season behind the wheel of a Pro-4, Josh Merrell has struggled with a developmental learning curve when compared to the rest of the division experience. With several top 5 finishes scored in 2010, it was apparent that Merrell could drive at speed and race competitively. Keeping the truck up right & rubber side down, while avoiding mechanical failures, has become the biggest challenge.
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Fridays Qualifying session was Merrell's 2nd time in the truck since Round 6 at Glen Helen, the first being practice just a few hours earlier. Josh scored the 7th fastest lap time but was limited to only 3 laps. The #22 Pro-4 damaged a stub axle due to a small clip failing and leaving no front bite. After Tubeworks addressed the front end issues, Crew Chief Steve Drew and the PMG Team had the truck prepped and ready to rock for Saturday.
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Starting Round 7 from row 3, Josh matched the pace with the #4 and #43 of the LeDuc team and raced fiercely ahead of Adrian Cenni for 9 laps when the Hart and Huntington Machine seemed to be starved for power. It was later discovered that the Alternator Belt had broke. Luckily all Premiere Motorsports Group vehicles in the stable from the race trucks to the UTVS and transporters are equipped with Odyssey Batteries. The #22 Hart and Huntington Pro-4 was able to maintain power for the remaining 10 laps, and despite losing the brakes, Merrell went on to finish in 5th place. His second Top 5 of the season.
 

This race was quite uplifting for Hart and Huntington and gave Premiere Motorsports Group a positive charge to start the weekend out. Moving onto Sunday, Josh made a great drive through the 5 minute practice / qualifying session and stayed consistent across the board with the 5th fastest lap times. After #36 Rick Huseman, the #1 qualifier was DQed for contact with #99 Kyle LeDuc and a slight inversion shuffle, this moved Merrell into the pole position.
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With the Pro-4 race directly following the Round 8 opening ceremonies, the buildup of anticipation would leave Josh plenty of time to contemplate the events to follow. "Hell is coming, so the only thing to do is stay one step ahead. Hammer it down, stay focused and stay clean. We have the setup. The new groove on the General Tires is working great. Don't overdrive the truck. Stick to the lines, we practiced in qualifying." Merrell is determined and head strong as anyone in the class. He truly is fearless and believes he is a race car driver. No one wants to prove this more than himself.

[image: image5.jpg]



 

Josh would start on the front row with Carl Renezeder right on the outside. On the drop of the green flag, the #22 put the Pro Power to the ground with a great start securing the lead over the big dogs like Renezeder, Adrian Cenni, Kyle LeDuc and the rest of the field all chasing after the Hart and Huntington Machine. Through tight turns and huge airs, Josh ran fast and flawless for 5 laps even with Renezeder pouring on bumper loads of pressure. On Lap 6, Merrell over-rotated through Turn #4 scrubbing off much of his momentum and letting Renezeder and Cenni get by. With open air Carl and Adrian compose a crazy race for first with Josh trailing right behind in 3rd. Curt LeDuc was the only real challenger insight of Merrell but it was clear that Josh had a podium finish in reach and was going to drive it hard till he got there.
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At this point the fans at Miller Motorsports Park were on their feet and going absolutely nuts for the intense race action that the Lucas Oil Off Road Series delivers. For the next 12 laps, Merrell would maintain 3rd place even with a trio of LeDuc Pro-4s right behind. On Lap 17, Kyle hauled the #99 down the back stretch table top sailing by the #22 in mid-air and taking the inside of Turn #3. As the course wrapped around in the other direction, Josh maneuvered for position through Turn #4 while Kyle over-rotated and left josh with control of third. Regrettably, as fate would have it, the #22 would not make it through the last corner to see the white flag. While rotating through Turn #5 the Hart and Huntington Pro-4 hit a vicious rut, snapping the truck in yet another violent roll over and landing upside down in the catch fence. Josh was credited with a 9th place finish.
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"We are all just regular people who work really hard Monday - Friday," Josh recently noted on the Totally Off Road Radio Show. "My business is the priority for now and I am lucky to even see my truck between race weekends. We have had our ups and downs and we are really focused on stepping up our performance at the races. It has taken us along time to get this setup figured out and now this program has really turned in the right direction."
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Hart and Huntington Off Road is excited to taste the potential and are determined to take the necessary adjustments to stay competitive. "It feels like we are right there, but this off road racing is very unpredictable," stated Scot Demmer, Team Manager of Premiere Motorsports Group. "I know we have a long ways till we are consistently at the top of the field. Fortunately we have a great team of dedicated individuals, a strong group of supporting partners and a strategy that will take us to the top. It requires more than just believing. It entails doing and we have a working plan of action to get us there."
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