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	It can be said racing is all about determination. Within that determination, lies a full spectrum of related factors that will ultimately determine the results of a race. No matter the circumstances, the race will be a challenge. The outcome is up to the team of individuals and how they to step up to the challenge.
 

The 2010 Lucas Oil Off Road Season culminated in Arizona at Firebird Raceway with the infamous Lucas Oil Challenge Cup. Before Sunday’s main event could once again raise the bar of short course off road racing, Round 15 would settle any remaining championships to be decided.

 

Hart and Huntington Off Road was in the fight for 3 championship battles. Going into Round 15, Chris Brandt was chasing ProLite division leader Marty Hart points for the 2010 title by 13. Brandt qualified 1st and was able to pick up a very valuable bonus point for setting the fastest lap time. Chris would still need to finish at least 6 positions higher than Hart to earn the title. Fighting for another championship is John Fitzgerald in the Limited Buggy class. Justin “Bean” Smith has been the main competition all year and leads John by 13 points. Fitzgerald would have a demanding mission to beat out “Smith” by the required 7 positions needed to claim the Limited Buggy title. In the Jr-2 Kart division, Chad Graham came into Round 15 with 5 race wins, actually 1 more than division leader Sheldon Creed; however, Chad would need to finish at least 5 positions higher than creed to earn his first championship.
 

In a matter of sense, the challenge for the Hart and Huntington team would be to drive their race and outpace the points leaders, however the Championships ultimately would be decided not by the Hart and Huntington drivers themselves but how the race played out for the competition.

 

 
For Round 15 play by play race action, tune into SPEED Versus and MAV-TV. To catch all the action of the Lucas Oil Challenge Cup tune into to the CBS Sport Spectacular Broadcast on January 8th, at 1:00PM EST / 10:00am P. Till than here is a short recap.
 

Round after round, race after race, Hart and Huntington Off Road was working around the clock. Showing up first to build the pit compound, and the last team to leave, the team always put their best effort forward. All nighters? Try all weekenders. It is what we do. It is what we love. In the end and for the second time in as many seasons of the Lucas Oil Off Road Series, Hart and Huntington Off Road would validate their efforts with three 2nd place champions in three separate divisions.

 

*IN SEASON RACES ONLY
Chris Brandt, pilot of the #82 MAV TV / Hart and Huntington Toyota ProLite earned 11/15 top 5 finishes, 9 podiums, and 4 race wins.* As previously mentioned before, Brandt was the Round 15 #1 qualifier and really showed how heated and fierce the season long rivalry was between Chris and Deegan during the final round of the season. It all came down to the run into the final corner of the last lap and Deegan was able to snake the line and force the #82 outside. Chris nearly recovered his momentum and made a run to regain the lead but ran out of track. Th checkered flag waved and as the trucks went through Deegan won and Brandt was close behind by two 1/10 of a second. 

 

John Fitzgerald, pilot of the #314 MAV TV / Hart and Huntington Limited Buggy earned 11/15 top 5 finishes, 10 podiums, and 6 race wins.* Fitzgerald has been one of the most consistent racers in the series. The rough day on the track during Round 15 awarded Fitz with a 5th place finish and his dedication persisted for a 3rd place finish during the Challenge Cup.

 

Chad Graham, Trophy Kart driver of the #410 Hart and Huntington / Liquid Graphics / Grenade JR-2 earned 11/15 top 5 finishes, 10 podiums, and 5 race wins.* Graham finished 2nd in the in Round 15 and was doing awesome in the Challenge Cup till the competition caution restart where 3 JR-2 Karts got into each other and Chad’s #410 was spun out into the back of the pack.

 

Modified Kart Driver, Brandon Vermillion came close to being a contingent for his class title however he was always a factor in every race. Brandon qualified 4th for Round 15, and after a great race just got beat out for the podium for a 4th place finish. Brandon did finally make the podium during the Challenge cup for a well deserved 3rd finish. His 4th podium of 2010.

 

So much effort and dedication went into the development and maintenance of this adolescent race series and every employee deserves recognition. PMG would like to recognize the Lucas Oil Off Road Series staff for all the extraordinary hard work and for the tremendous opportunity to participate in such an exciting motorsport.

Special recognition and highlight must go out to MAV-TV as the title sponsor for Hart and Huntington Off Road during the 2010 season. One of the fastest growing new HD channels in the US, MAV-TV carries a variety of programming themes targeting men 18-54, including sports, sports analysis, gaming, comedy, women and relationships, health and fitness, finance, gadgets, and movies. Launched on October 1, 2004, MAV-TV is available across the U.S, in Canada, the UK, and Australia. With a variety of original programming that includes series like: “AMA Motorcycle Racing”, “American Tailgater”, “Rad Girls”, “Ultimate Combat Experience”, and “Lucas Oil Motorsports Events”.  


	

	


