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	Hart and Huntington Off Road Team is aiming for a number of Lucas Oil Off Road Racing championship titles for the 2010 season. The years’ racing has been as exciting as ever with some very close points battles developing. The 2009 LOORRS Super Team of the Year barely missed out on the Limited Buggy title and was thought to have won the ProLite division only to have a very slight post race tech discrepancy eradicate that outcome.
 

This year our best shot, once again falls to the duty of ProLite “Top Gun” Chris Brandt and Limited Buggy “Ace” John Fitzgerald. Each driver is well within contention to take their class championship with Brandt leading the ProLite Division over Maty Hart by 17 points and Fitzgerald trailing off road wheel man Justin “Bean” Smith by 10 points and closing the gap. 

 

Arriving at Speedworld for Rounds 11 & 12, Chris showed his intent to pull the points battle closer in his favor.  Shortly after Friday’s Qualifying session, Brandt shared a few developments without giving away his strategy. “We got some regular prep and a bit of minor suspension tuning going on here. The tracks changing so we are making adjustments. The #82 MAV TV Toyota has a new look that matches our Pro-4. It seems like everyone in the Lucas Oil Off Road Series is stepping up the level of professionalism around here. I think the Hart and Huntington Team is doing it in style.” Chris was third fastest and just a .10 of a second off the pace of Loiodice. The top three qualifiers recording lap times within half a second of each other.

 

Fitzgerald qualified third fastest as well. “We only have a few tweaks to do, nothing major.” Explained John “The #314 MAV TV Buggy is set up and we are just going to keep doing what we do.” Fitz would start in 3rd and pulled out a mega run at the start. John nearly took the lead going through Turn #1 but settled in line for 2nd. Fitz was on the hunt stalking #377  of Quentin Tucker for the lead and looking inside. On Lap #10, the #312 car of Fraley got a run and made the pass for 2nd pushing John back to 3rd. Tucker lead the majority of the race till he rolled in Turn #4 on lap 11. The race would end with Fraley, Fitz and Smith in that order. 

 

Saturday’s Round 11 ProLite event broke out with Marty Hart leading the field and everyone else doing their best to match his pace. Hart must have pushed the #15 Stronghold Truck over the edge because his motor let go and failed to finish on the lead lap. Chris Brandt was next in line and immediately took control leading the race. Jimmy Stephenson was driving like a madman possessed with rabies and really pressing to make a pass. The side-by-side battle went on for several laps exchanging the lead three times. Stephenson got a run through the moguls and completed a text book pass by braking late coming into Turn #4 hot. Chris was able to regain control and finished Saturdays event in 1st place, His fourth 1st place victory of the 2010 season. 

 

SATURDAY Post Race

Brandt - “I had the ring gear go bad. We are replacing that out right now with a new one for Sunday. At this point I am controlling the ProLite points championship. If I finish 3rd or better the championship should be mine. I am impressed with Jimmy Stephenson. He was really going for it. At first I thought he would get into me and was concerned about wrecking out. There was a bit of contact but we both raced clean and he could not hold me off.”

 

Chris Brandt was the #1 qualifier on Sunday and the Round 12 event would deal similar circumstances for some of the top players. The race started with some Turn #1 carnage that sent trucks banging and flying off the k-rails barriers that fence in the course. Marty Hart again took the hole-shot and would lead most of the race. Brandt started from the third row in 5th position and was able to pick his way through traffic. Also on the move was Brian Deegan who started in 7th. By lap 3, Chris had positioned the #82 into 3rd, taking it really easy ghosting Matt Loiodice up until the competition caution. On the restart Deegan was hot on the move when Loiodice got crossed up spinning out and delayed Brandt just enough for Brian to sneak the #38 into second. On the white flag lap, Hart lost the power steering and pulled back to let Deegan and Brandt battle for the win with Brian prevailing.

 

Round 12 unfolded with Fitz maneuvering into 3rd and Smith on the hunt right behind. Curt Greer took the hole shot and John knew this would be a pressing race. Resolving to set the pace, on lap 2 Fitz had gunned down #354 of Knupp to secure 2nd.  Utilizing the same race strategy as Saturday, John held the MAV TV Limited Buggy tight and directly behind the leader. The Speedworld track favored those that could hold momentum and muscle their counter parts around the course.  The closely matched limited buggies played follow the leader and ended in this order.

 

On the podium, Fitz mentioned “We were running hard. The moguls were gnaly and knocked the wheel out of my hands several times. We pulled off back-to-back 2nd place podiums thanks to my crew, BFG tires, MAV TV, Lucas Oil, Wik Power, and Hat and Huntington”

 

Race winner commented “Fitzgerald and Bean are two of the very best. It is always an honor to be the up here on top when you racing against these guys.”

 

John Fitzgerald had been competing in the TORC Series in addition to his primary focus with Lucas Oil Off Road for the majority of the season. To date, Fitz has earned eight top 3 finishes, six of them being 1st place victories. Good enough for the third place overall in the 2010 TORC Championship. John is working hard to better his chances for the LOORRS title and so far has earned nine top 3 finishes, five of them being 1st place victories, three 2nd place finishes, and one 3rd place podium.

 

To view the behind the scenes webisodes click to the Hart and Huntington Off Road YouTube page: http://www.youtube.com/user/Hartoffroadteam
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



